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Proposed New Trolley System and Mobility Hubs Put
Mystic Beyond the Space Age

Mystic Mobility Study Takes a New Spin on an Old Concept
By Bree Shirvell | Email the author | December 7, 2010

| Comments

At the Mystic Mobility Study's second public
meeting, transportation engineer Steve Mitchell
presented to a room full of cautious optimists,
filled with questions about significant changes to
the transportation landscape of downtown Mystic.
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Mitchell's presentation focused on a proposed
new trolley bus system in Mystic. With three
previous failed attempts in the 1990s, Mitchell
stressed the importance of making sure that the
trolley system was more convenient for tourists
and residents than simply driving their cars into

downtown. Features of the new system would PHOTQS (11)
include shorter wait times at each stop, a more ﬁ B E E: N % I
direct route, and a cheaper fare. P M

"It has to be very inexpensive again because 2 Add your photos & videos
we're competing against something that in

people's minds is essentially free the

automobile," Mitchell said. "Either you have to

make the automobile more expensive than the n Share gé Print

trolley or the trolley less expensive than the

automobile and it's harder to get less expensive ﬁ Tweet ﬁ Start Following
than the free. The cost of the fare has to be B Email E Submit a tip
something that's low enough to be a good

alternative."

The proposed trolley system would loop from the hotel area north of 1-95 to the Aquarium, then to the
Seaport, and finally to the Stonington-side of downtown before the drawbridge, in order to decrease
trolley time stuck in bridge traffic. The trolley route would not stop on the Groton side of Mystic.

"You've got to have the route set up in such a way that entices them out of their cars and into the
trolley," Mitchell said.

The trolley system proposal was met with many cost-related questions from residents who attended
the meeting, questions that could not be answered until more research is completed and a final route
is selected.

During his presentation, Mitchell also discussed mobility hubs, which are enhanced traditional trolley
stops that harness modern technology. One idea is to alert waiting passengers of the next arriving
trolley by using a GPS on the trolley that would automatically update a digital display as the trolley got

closer.

"A few years ago that would have been space age stuff, but now we are past the space age," Mitchell
said.

Mobility hubs would also use touch screen televisions linked to the Internet, to provide tourists with an

http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age Page 1/3


http://stonington.patch.com/
http://stonington.patch.com/users/bree-shirvell
http://stonington.patch.com/users/bree-shirvell
http://twitter.com/joecascio
http://twitter.com/mysticaquarium
http://twitter.com/StoningtonPatch
http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/3.0/5305.1/1648780/0/-1/ADTECH;grp=%5Bgroup%5D;alias=4748;size=300x60;target=_blank;loc=300
http://stonington.patch.com/login?return_to=%2Farticles%2Fproposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age
http://stonington.patch.com/login?return_to=%2Farticles%2Fproposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age
http://stonington.patch.com/logout?return_to=%2Farticles%2Fproposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age
http://www.patch.com/
http://groton.patch.com/
http://ledyard.patch.com/
http://newlondon.patch.com/
http://waterford.patch.com/
http://montville-ct.patch.com/
http://southkingstown.patch.com/
http://narragansett.patch.com/
http://northkingstown.patch.com/
http://www.patch.com/
http://twitter.com/StoningtonPatch
http://facebook.com/StoningtonPatch
http://stonington.patch.com/articles.atom
http://stonington.patch.com/
http://stonington.patch.com/news
http://stonington.patch.com/news
http://stonington.patch.com/arts
http://stonington.patch.com/business
http://stonington.patch.com/government
http://stonington.patch.com/opinion
http://stonington.patch.com/police-fire
http://stonington.patch.com/school-news
http://stonington.patch.com/sports
http://stonington.patch.com/search/announcements
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198853
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198859
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198855
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198858
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198944
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198860
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198862
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198857
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198931
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198863
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198861
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198926
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198856
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198850
http://stonington.patch.com/search/events?cat=1998198851
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=42570198
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198541
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198543
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198528
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198545
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198546
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198548
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198591
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198544
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198547
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1195965987
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198538
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198550
http://stonington.patch.com/search/listings?cat=1998198927
http://stonington.patch.com/restaurants
http://stonington.patch.com/search/classifieds
http://stonington.patch.com/questions
http://stonington.patch.com/volunteer
http://compete.dubinterviewer.com/scripts/dubinterviewer.dll/Frames?Quest=patch1&PublicationID=380
http://stonington.patch.com/survey_opted_in_or_out
http://stonington.patch.com/search/articles?cat=1998198824
http://stonington.patch.com/users/bree-shirvell
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fstonington.patch.com%2Farticles%2Fproposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age&t=
http://twitter.com/home?status=&http://patch.com/A-ctW5
http://o5.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/b7355b27b448a5e338ae1133a5ca433f
http://stonington.patch.com/users/bree-shirvell
http://o1.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/c29cffc9607c52429df3a7d3c0c764ab
http://stonington.patch.com/users/bree-shirvell
http://o5.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/de1db98e598dba334b1a7d3e86b4085e
http://stonington.patch.com/users/bree-shirvell
http://o4.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/733d280968abd747ac960eb1acce9e1c
http://stonington.patch.com/users/bree-shirvell
http://o3.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/dd8342c152cf06490d4e85ac23313c65
http://stonington.patch.com/users/bree-shirvell
http://o2.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/2760185738a45ebf0f23554390e281f9
http://stonington.patch.com/users/bree-shirvell
http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/3.0/5305.1/1648780/0/-1/ADTECH;grp=%5Bgroup%5D;alias=ox-stonington-slot7;size=300x120;target=_blank;loc=300;key=government
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age&t=Proposed%20New%20Trolley%20System%20and%20Mobility%20Hubs%20Put%20Mystic%20Beyond%20the%20Space%20Age
http://twitter.com/?status=Proposed%20New%20Trolley%20System%20and%20Mobility%20Hubs%20Put%20Mystic%20Beyond%20the%20Space%20Age%20-%20Stonington-Mystic,%20http://patch.com/A-ctW5
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/login?return_to=%2Farticles%2Fproposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://www.mysticmobility.org/index.html
http://stonington.patch.com/advertise
http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/3.0/5305.1/1648780/0/-1/ADTECH;grp=%5Bgroup%5D;alias=4751;size=300x250;target=_blank;loc=300
http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/3.0/5305.1/1648780/0/-1/ADTECH;grp=%5Bgroup%5D;alias=ox-stonington-natl-ip;size=300x250;target=_blank;loc=300
http://stonington.patch.com/listings/fenner-hill-golf-club
http://stonington.patch.com/listings/fenner-hill-golf-club
http://stonington.patch.com/coupon_clippings?clip_coupon=1305
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/creators-of-this-summers-zombie-movie-attend-board-of-selectmen-meeting
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/stonington-board-of-finance-continues-budget-deliberations-seeking-to-reduce-mill-rate
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/finance-board-begins-budget-deliberations
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/banners-denied-but-theyll-be-back
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/banner-year-hoped-for-in-2011
http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/3.0/5305.1/1648780/0/-1/ADTECH;grp=%5Bgroup%5D;alias=4752;size=300x100;target=_blank;loc=300
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/busy-bess-eaton-opens-in-pawcatuck
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/carousel-gets-a-standing-ovation
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/bess-eaton-opens-in-westerly
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/video-zumbathon-benefit-for-theresa-pont
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/mystic-businesses-ready-for-season-of-construction-to-end
http://twitter.com/StoningtonPatch
http://facebook.com/StoningtonPatch
http://stonington.patch.com/articles.atom
http://fusion.google.com/add?feedurl=http://stonington.patch.com/articles.atom
http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://stonington.patch.com/articles.atom
http://stonington.patch.com/articles.atom
http://stonington.patch.com/widgets/articles/quicklist
http://www.mysticmobility.org/index.html
http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/3.0/5305.1/1648780/0/-1/ADTECH;grp=%5Bgroup%5D;alias=4753;size=300x100;target=_blank;loc=300
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/contacts/begin?service=google
http://stonington.patch.com/contacts/begin?service=google
http://stonington.patch.com/contacts/begin?service=yahoo
http://stonington.patch.com/contacts/begin?service=yahoo
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/terms
http://stonington.patch.com/privacy
http://stonington.patch.com/terms
http://stonington.patch.com/privacy
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/articles/proposed-new-trolley-system-and-mobility-hubs-put-mystic-beyond-the-space-age#
http://stonington.patch.com/terms
http://stonington.patch.com/privacy
http://stonington.patch.com/forgot_password
http://stonington.patch.com/facebook/authorize

interactive experience to look up all sorts of information, from restaurants to ticket prices.

To prevent Mystic from turning into an episode of The Jetsons, Mitchell stressed that current
elements of the streetscape would be incorporated into the architectural design of the mobility hubs,
from the style of the benches to the directional signs to the lights and use of bulletin boards.

Other topics in Mitchell's presentation included the rebirth of a water taxi that would stop at the
seaport and the Groton-side of downtown, widening the intersection of Route 1 and Route 27, and
creating a more bike and pedestrian friendly area at the intersection of Coogan Blvd. and Route 27.

After the formal presentation by Mitchell, residents provided feedback to consultants at five different
tables: the mystic trolley bus route determination table, a transit mobility hub location and layout
table, signage table, pedestrian bicycling improvements table, and key intersections and roadway
improvements table.

At the end of the meeting, questions lingered in preparation for a third public meeting on this topic.
Residents' questions ranged from, would anyone actually bike along Coogan Blvd.? to can we put

solar panels on the mobility hubs instead of green roofs?

The third public meeting is tentatively scheduled for Feb. 23, 2011, which will include a presentation
of the final report and hopefully some answers to ongoing community concerns.

What do you think of the proposed trolley system? Tell us in the comments.

Interested in a follow-up to this article?

Keep me posted! ‘
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