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MASSACHUSETTS

THE PIONEER VALLEY

Hiking trails, good food and boutiques galore await in western

Massachusetts. Just shy of the Vermont border, the Pioneer Valley in

l western Massachusetts has all the ingredients for an easy summer
getaway. It's close enough to wake up on a Saturday and go for the day,

GREAT FOR: yet there's enough to do that you could easily spend a week exploring

Families, outdoors : g c
types, couples. Y each of its towns along the Connecticut River. —sribcer snirvere

.

Downtown
Northampton

The Eric Carle Museum
of Picture Book Art

WHAT TO DO: Whether you’re an outdoor
enthusiast looking to hike, bike or get on the
water, or prefer your stomach to guide your
activities or want to soak up some history,
you can find it all in the Valley.

The whimsical Eric Carle Museum of
Picture Book Art in Amherst is a must
for anyone who loves a good kid’s book. To
the north, the Montague Bookmill is
located in a converted 1842 gristmill, and is a
book lover’s dream.

Heading outdoors, say hello to the cows at
Hadley’s Flayvors of Cook Farm, then
treat yourself to a scoop or two of ice cream
made right on the farm. To get the blood
pumping, lace up your sneakers or grab your
bike for the 6-mile Manhan Rail Trail
in Easthampton and Northampton or the
Silvio O. Conte Nature Trail in Hadley.

In the spring, pop into Lilacland in
Pelham, with some 200 varieties of lilacs on 4
acres of picturesque land.

Or simply pick a town, be it Northampton,
Ambherst or any of the others, and wander the
downtown.

the Lady Killigrew Cafe for a rice bowl
and a cider. In Northampton, The Dirty
Truth is a casual spot for craft beer and
burgers. Of course, there’s never a wrong
time for pie. Pick up a sweet or savory pie at
the Florence Pie Bar. Try not to eat all
of it before you get back to your Airbnb or
hotel.

And before you head home, stop at
Hungry Ghost Bread in Northampton
and pick up the day’s loaf. You'll want what-
ever they’re making.

WHERE TO STAY: Cozy up at The
Hotel Northampton, a gorgeously
appointed historic hotel in the middle of
downtown Northampton, the charming Inn
on Boltwood in Amherst, or rent one of
the numerous adorable Airbnbs you’ll find.

HIDDEN GEM: If you only go to one place
in the Pioneer Valley, make it Easthampton.
Oft overlooked, the city is funky with lots

of boutiques. Start on Cottage Street, work
your way through the shops, grab an ice
cream from Mt. Tom’s Homemade

Ice Cream, and make your way to
Nashawannuck Pond.

WHERE TO EAT: Come hungry; the
Valley boasts an incredible local food scene.
: Take a coffee or tea break at Esselon
ON THE WAY: Depending on where in Connecticut = === - — Café, a charming spot in Hadley. Beans are
you're coming from, there are several stops to From Hartford: 50 min / 41 miles roasted on site. There’s also the whimsy and
make, including the UConn Dairy Bar in wonderful outdoor seating at Familiars
Storrs, llamas and other animals to pet at Flamig Coffee & Tea in Northampton. After
Farm in Simsbury or the Naismith Memorial NORTHAMPTON; GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO browsing the Montague Bookmill, stop into
Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield. FAMILIARS COFFEE AND TEA: LYNNE GRAVES PHOTOGRAPHY

From New Haven: 1 hr, 25 min / 79 miles
From New London: 1 hr, 35 min / 92 miles
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