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Matthew Geldin wants to help you

turn your lawn into a bountiful

garden.

Matt Geldin creates farms for

communities such as agrihoods, a

type of planned community that
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integrates agriculture into a

residential neighborhood.

of Farmscape.

As the head farmer of Farmscape, a company
that designs, installs and maintains both
residential and commercial gardens
throughout California, Matthew Geldin has
planted a lot of edible plants. He’s helped turn
lawns, roofs and parks into productive food
spaces, helping people connect with their food
and nature at large.

“I think a lot of people either don’t have the
time, the knowledge or the capacity to manage
a garden themselves, but they really want to
have that direct relationship with their food
and where their food comes from,” says
Geldin. “We can bridge those gaps for folks.”

Geldin started working with Farmscape, now
the largest urban farming company in
California, while studying landscape
architecture at Cal Poly Pomona. After school,
he honed his expertise working as a gardener
at places such as the Los Angeles County
Arboretum before returning to Farmscape,
becoming the head farmer in 2014. Now, he
oversees the weekly maintenance of hundreds
of projects—everything from backyard
gardens to neighborhood farms.

Each garden Geldin creates is wholly inspired
by the people or the community it serves. For
homeowners, Farmscape starts with a site
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visit. The consultation includes an analysis of
growing conditions in the patch of land,
including sun exposure, the location of trees
and hedges and what the irrigation access is
like. They have conversations with the owners
about how large the household is and how
much food, if any, they want to produce. The
company also installs pollinator gardens,
native plant gardens and summer dry
gardens. 
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After the homeowner accepts the terms of the
project, Farmscape does all the landscape
installation work. Then the company works
with the client each growing season to help
select what they want to grow and will either
harvest any food directly for the client or
teach the homeowner how to manage it, all
depending on their interests.

“In our backyard gardens, residents are
encouraged to join their farmer when able to
learn about what’s happening in their
garden,” says Geldin. “We share information
and demonstrations on what’s being planted,
how to tend to the plants according to the arc
of the season and how to harvest for optimal

Soma Bottles and
Drink Soma

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CB50JNJpWY6XbFcGNvPIP68um0AyM5OblaOPg6sTJD5aWivmuGhABIL3N4x9gya6bh9Cj2BCgAc-8ytADyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoElwJP0Kl0gQw5OuMGlkrIi3ZkvF727IKGGv-PDBXbLNY4a7ISS3eMyHSTdIxgjjtKfJ0rJmH7lmoADDY-oYHsgGCjgHsOtJ_kKFxW5wBLpoMmoeJp3RGFRG4aamKt6AbuWdzuE8gM-ONywSoSPdXSoy9vrgodCx5cGN9kIYzQO8SCKlwHYGiADBefO0YpoyeKSFGWvZecft7dytm32npC8dTQ_uTbSDw9lg50KXazcV-ChG631AxDDRwox0OJfEQgaUupbY5G0REO8KI6Vr6LAGmsZcUjp4WbDyqRuZAAvzLbaVEcEEtMsJgjng29GJLW892BqB3FhZGPjHIGJr2CSSs6X404Vob7PRN560ion1tViXN_D_OyWfPABKLM9fP3A-AEAfoFBgglEAEYAJAGAaAGLoAHmcO1L4gHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcAwAgB0ggSCAAQAhgdMgEAOgef0ICAgIAEgAoBkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMKiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDq26N9j687bAccWb3TA73z4p1iyflMJeOZO_5sOCz17b6ESGc1pxRQf-mA4r4CfYbC2eopUDUG8_NssgPMNUCgdxgBIA4&sig=AOD64_2I6JyOKiQ8Uxb-q5xcWG-5scXdCQ&client=ca-pub-7697662018190370&nb=19&adurl=https://drinksoma.com/products/brew-bottle%3Fvariant%3D13498752073787%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjw79iaBhAJEiwAPYwoCBiRuJheOpP1T1IUIsH8tgtu_JADUIwOo3YWwyW1qddgZ-EEDeprHxoCRsEQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CB50JNJpWY6XbFcGNvPIP68um0AyM5OblaOPg6sTJD5aWivmuGhABIL3N4x9gya6bh9Cj2BCgAc-8ytADyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoElwJP0Kl0gQw5OuMGlkrIi3ZkvF727IKGGv-PDBXbLNY4a7ISS3eMyHSTdIxgjjtKfJ0rJmH7lmoADDY-oYHsgGCjgHsOtJ_kKFxW5wBLpoMmoeJp3RGFRG4aamKt6AbuWdzuE8gM-ONywSoSPdXSoy9vrgodCx5cGN9kIYzQO8SCKlwHYGiADBefO0YpoyeKSFGWvZecft7dytm32npC8dTQ_uTbSDw9lg50KXazcV-ChG631AxDDRwox0OJfEQgaUupbY5G0REO8KI6Vr6LAGmsZcUjp4WbDyqRuZAAvzLbaVEcEEtMsJgjng29GJLW892BqB3FhZGPjHIGJr2CSSs6X404Vob7PRN560ion1tViXN_D_OyWfPABKLM9fP3A-AEAfoFBgglEAEYAJAGAaAGLoAHmcO1L4gHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcAwAgB0ggSCAAQAhgdMgEAOgef0ICAgIAEgAoBkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMKiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDq26N9j687bAccWb3TA73z4p1iyflMJeOZO_5sOCz17b6ESGc1pxRQf-mA4r4CfYbC2eopUDUG8_NssgPMNUCgdxgBIA4&sig=AOD64_2I6JyOKiQ8Uxb-q5xcWG-5scXdCQ&client=ca-pub-7697662018190370&nb=9&adurl=https://drinksoma.com/products/brew-bottle%3Fvariant%3D13498752073787%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjw79iaBhAJEiwAPYwoCBiRuJheOpP1T1IUIsH8tgtu_JADUIwOo3YWwyW1qddgZ-EEDeprHxoCRsEQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuRI2NJpWY6XbFcGNvPIP68um0AyM5OblaOPg6sTJD5aWivmuGhABIL3N4x9gya6bh9Cj2BCgAc-8ytADyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoElwJP0Kl0gQw5OuMGlkrIi3ZkvF727IKGGv-PDBXbLNY4a7ISS3eMyHSTdIxgjjtKfJ0rJmH7lmoADDY-oYHsgGCjgHsOtJ_kKFxW5wBLpoMmoeJp3RGFRG4aamKt6AbuWdzuE8gM-ONywSoSPdXSoy9vrgodCx5cGN9kIYzQO8SCKlwHYGiADBefO0YpoyeKSFGWvZecft7dytm32npC8dTQ_uTbSDw9lg50KXazcV-ChG631AxDDRwox0OJfEQgaUupbY5G0REO8KI6Vr6LAGmsZcUjp4WbDyqRuZAAvzLbaVEcEEtMsJgjng29GJLW892BqB3FhZGPjHIGJr2CSSs6X404Vob7PRN560ion1tViXN_D_OyWfPABKLM9fP3A-AEAfoFBgglEAEYAZAGAaAGLoAHmcO1L4gHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcAwAgC0ggSCAAQAhgdMgEAOgef0ICAgIAEgAoBkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMKiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDq26N9j687bAccWb3TA73z4p1iyflMJeOZO_5sOCz17b6ESGc1pxRQf-mA4r4CfYbC2eopUDUG8_NssgPMNUCgdxgBIA4&sig=AOD64_20YY0QwoM9vp9CGtGiRkz5gzjIig&client=ca-pub-7697662018190370&nb=9&adurl=https://drinksoma.com/products/brew-bottle%3Fvariant%3D21270520889403%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjw79iaBhAJEiwAPYwoCBRfNGjRypGjIkm1jcs7EaphUfi2-5Uthk6BpoIp-Qf2dqC0boYFKhoCeL0QAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUYDINJpWY6XbFcGNvPIP68um0AyM5OblaOPg6sTJD5aWivmuGhABIL3N4x9gya6bh9Cj2BCgAc-8ytADyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoElwJP0Kl0gQw5OuMGlkrIi3ZkvF727IKGGv-PDBXbLNY4a7ISS3eMyHSTdIxgjjtKfJ0rJmH7lmoADDY-oYHsgGCjgHsOtJ_kKFxW5wBLpoMmoeJp3RGFRG4aamKt6AbuWdzuE8gM-ONywSoSPdXSoy9vrgodCx5cGN9kIYzQO8SCKlwHYGiADBefO0YpoyeKSFGWvZecft7dytm32npC8dTQ_uTbSDw9lg50KXazcV-ChG631AxDDRwox0OJfEQgaUupbY5G0REO8KI6Vr6LAGmsZcUjp4WbDyqRuZAAvzLbaVEcEEtMsJgjng29GJLW892BqB3FhZGPjHIGJr2CSSs6X404Vob7PRN560ion1tViXN_D_OyWfPABKLM9fP3A-AEAfoFBgglEAEYApAGAaAGLoAHmcO1L4gHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcAwAgD0ggSCAAQAhgdMgEAOgef0ICAgIAEgAoBkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMKiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDq26N9j687bAccWb3TA73z4p1iyflMJeOZO_5sOCz17b6ESGc1pxRQf-mA4r4CfYbC2eopUDUG8_NssgPMNUCgdxgBIA4&sig=AOD64_0yLwS0DMhjmHZ9Op1OPXgR8zvCFw&client=ca-pub-7697662018190370&nb=9&adurl=https://drinksoma.com/products/pitcher%3Fvariant%3D31417254150257%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjw79iaBhAJEiwAPYwoCBwGDjirNKGXpl7BcI6IbRGhNRFEQK1AzoOwOXOnDih0zx3qBtv9bRoCXZUQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cm6rRNJpWY6XbFcGNvPIP68um0AyM5OblaOPg6sTJD5aWivmuGhABIL3N4x9gya6bh9Cj2BCgAc-8ytADyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoElwJP0Kl0gQw5OuMGlkrIi3ZkvF727IKGGv-PDBXbLNY4a7ISS3eMyHSTdIxgjjtKfJ0rJmH7lmoADDY-oYHsgGCjgHsOtJ_kKFxW5wBLpoMmoeJp3RGFRG4aamKt6AbuWdzuE8gM-ONywSoSPdXSoy9vrgodCx5cGN9kIYzQO8SCKlwHYGiADBefO0YpoyeKSFGWvZecft7dytm32npC8dTQ_uTbSDw9lg50KXazcV-ChG631AxDDRwox0OJfEQgaUupbY5G0REO8KI6Vr6LAGmsZcUjp4WbDyqRuZAAvzLbaVEcEEtMsJgjng29GJLW892BqB3FhZGPjHIGJr2CSSs6X404Vob7PRN560ion1tViXN_D_OyWfPABKLM9fP3A-AEAfoFBgglEAEYA5AGAaAGLoAHmcO1L4gHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcAwAgE0ggSCAAQAhgdMgEAOgef0ICAgIAEgAoBkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMKiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDq26N9j687bAccWb3TA73z4p1iyflMJeOZO_5sOCz17b6ESGc1pxRQf-mA4r4CfYbC2eopUDUG8_NssgPMNUCgdxgBIA4&sig=AOD64_0Bu2ci5EHvRyKmXXP0n63bfVLm7w&client=ca-pub-7697662018190370&nb=9&adurl=https://drinksoma.com/products/pitcher%3Fvariant%3D31417254183025%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjw79iaBhAJEiwAPYwoCF66Z_WueFaxjlREIZXQpVqVcbF51tySA8x9FNVbK0tnbMq1gLMvBRoCG1AQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=COOpMNJpWY6XbFcGNvPIP68um0AyM5OblaOPg6sTJD5aWivmuGhABIL3N4x9gya6bh9Cj2BCgAc-8ytADyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoElwJP0Kl0gQw5OuMGlkrIi3ZkvF727IKGGv-PDBXbLNY4a7ISS3eMyHSTdIxgjjtKfJ0rJmH7lmoADDY-oYHsgGCjgHsOtJ_kKFxW5wBLpoMmoeJp3RGFRG4aamKt6AbuWdzuE8gM-ONywSoSPdXSoy9vrgodCx5cGN9kIYzQO8SCKlwHYGiADBefO0YpoyeKSFGWvZecft7dytm32npC8dTQ_uTbSDw9lg50KXazcV-ChG631AxDDRwox0OJfEQgaUupbY5G0REO8KI6Vr6LAGmsZcUjp4WbDyqRuZAAvzLbaVEcEEtMsJgjng29GJLW892BqB3FhZGPjHIGJr2CSSs6X404Vob7PRN560ion1tViXN_D_OyWfPABKLM9fP3A-AEAfoFBgglEAEYBJAGAaAGLoAHmcO1L4gHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcAwAgF0ggSCAAQAhgdMgEAOgef0ICAgIAEgAoBkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMKiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDq26N9j687bAccWb3TA73z4p1iyflMJeOZO_5sOCz17b6ESGc1pxRQf-mA4r4CfYbC2eopUDUG8_NssgPMNUCgdxgBIA4&sig=AOD64_0vxOepkEJv3UCnkqQGDUI_v2wGaw&client=ca-pub-7697662018190370&nb=9&adurl=https://drinksoma.com/products/v2-glass-water-bottle%3Fvariant%3D21177411829819%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjw79iaBhAJEiwAPYwoCJWc6kggjxNRwYgJWS2KjzjM5lUCXIxfQdkeGXfj7n1BDUcm0ZATehoCgZUQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CivkLNJpWY6XbFcGNvPIP68um0AyM5OblaOPg6sTJD5aWivmuGhABIL3N4x9gya6bh9Cj2BCgAc-8ytADyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoElwJP0Kl0gQw5OuMGlkrIi3ZkvF727IKGGv-PDBXbLNY4a7ISS3eMyHSTdIxgjjtKfJ0rJmH7lmoADDY-oYHsgGCjgHsOtJ_kKFxW5wBLpoMmoeJp3RGFRG4aamKt6AbuWdzuE8gM-ONywSoSPdXSoy9vrgodCx5cGN9kIYzQO8SCKlwHYGiADBefO0YpoyeKSFGWvZecft7dytm32npC8dTQ_uTbSDw9lg50KXazcV-ChG631AxDDRwox0OJfEQgaUupbY5G0REO8KI6Vr6LAGmsZcUjp4WbDyqRuZAAvzLbaVEcEEtMsJgjng29GJLW892BqB3FhZGPjHIGJr2CSSs6X404Vob7PRN560ion1tViXN_D_OyWfPABKLM9fP3A-AEAfoFBgglEAEYBZAGAaAGLoAHmcO1L4gHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcAwAgG0ggSCAAQAhgdMgEAOgef0ICAgIAEgAoBkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMKiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDq26N9j687bAccWb3TA73z4p1iyflMJeOZO_5sOCz17b6ESGc1pxRQf-mA4r4CfYbC2eopUDUG8_NssgPMNUCgdxgBIA4&sig=AOD64_1psHj6TsRgIhRpZ_OZW5eqjcgMGg&client=ca-pub-7697662018190370&nb=9&adurl=https://drinksoma.com/products/carafe%3Fvariant%3D31459399925873%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjw79iaBhAJEiwAPYwoCB0cGD_msQulfUCz-O4_qYd3LRzJoDboAw90pRE4e4Ok5WmifAD3NBoCZukQAvD_BwE


enjoyment of the produce and production of
the crops. “

Having a garden expert at your disposal
sounds dreamy, especially for those of us that
are green thumb challenged. But it’s also
something that enables Farmscape to provide
farmers with a host of professional benefits
including health insurance and 401Ks—an
anomaly in the field.

“Something that is really common in
residential gardening, in community
gardening and urban farming is there’s a lot of
volunteer opportunities or a lot of nonprofit
work,” says Geldin. “Farmscape was one of
the first companies that I became familiar
with that actually tried to professionalize the
work and create a sustaining company and
career opportunities in being an urban
farmer.” Geldin has now trained dozens of
gardeners, many of whom have become farm
managers, landscape architects or travel the
world while farming.

Besides the backyard gardens, Geldin and
Farmscape create farms for communities such
as agrihoods, a type of planned community
that integrates agriculture into a residential
neighborhood. Much like backyard gardens,
these farms are custom tailored to the
community they will serve, but these
agrihoods can take years from the initial
conception stage to reach the harvest stage.



“Commercial farms are not a space where
typically people are coming to visit, but the
spaces we create are really made so people
can engage with them within their
community,” says Geldin. Farmscape does
that by providing educational and
engagement opportunities where people are
participating in the farming, learning the
process and seeing the crops from the
planting stage all the way through the harvest
stage. Many agrihood projects run on a work-
to-harvest format, in which residents take
home produce at the end of every farming
shift they work. The remaining produce is
then sold to the community through farm
stands, CSA-style boxes, U-picks and bumper-
crop flash sales or donated to local food banks
that accept fresh produce.

In this model, Geldin sees hope for the future.
“It’s really exciting to take a lawn and turn it
into a productive food space,” says Geldin.
“Let’s keep doing more of that.”

The days of asphalt roofs are 
over. Here's what comes next
Erie Roof
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